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Acca sellowiana - pineapple guava 2m Fantastic mid-summer show of 
purple-red flowers with white edging.  
 

 
 
Alchemilla mollis - acid green flowers through summer, watch for dew on 
leaves  
 

 
 
Amsonia orientalis - hordes of pale blue star shaped flowers swarm the 
plant in midsummer.  
 



	

 
 
Anemone hybrida Honorine Joubert - the perfect late summer plant. white 
with a free range egg yolk centre, September. 1m  
 

 
 
Cephalaria dipsacoides - creamy yellow flowers in summer 1.8m  
 

 
 
Cynara cardunculus - huge silver leaves artichoke with blue bee magnet 
flowers in August Evergreen.  
 



	

 
 
Deschampsia cespitosa Bronzeschleier - one of the best grasses puffball 
of flowers exploding above fine arched leaves  
 

 
 
Euphorbia wulfennii - evergreen glaucous leaves. green flowers, red 
pinprick centres May 1.2m  
 

 
 
Foeniculum vulgare Purpureum  
- purple fennel leaves as fluffy as ostrich plumes tall yellow flowers  
 



	

 
 
Geranium psilostemon - deep magenta with black centres great leaves. 
90cm  
 

 
 
Hemerocallis Stafford - strap like leaves. bugle call of deep red trumpets. 
June-August  
 

 
 
Inula magnifica – towering sweetcorn yellow daisy with great leaves  
 



	

 
 
Iris St Crispin - pale yellow flowers. 90cm May  
 

 
 
Iris Sable - deep maroon-black flowers with lustrous velvet sheen 90cm May  
 

 
 
Kniphofia Tawny King - gingery orange pokers gently warming rather than 
hot, hot, hot. 70cm  



	

 
 
Lavandula Hidcote - small dark flowered lavender. Best colour and less 
prone to spreadeagling  
 

 
 
Lythrum Zigeunerblut - Gypsy blood. deeply camp reddish pink loosestrife. 
upright spires.  
 

 
 
Miscanthus Ferne Osten - grass with rose red plaited flowers in September. 
1.5m  
 



	

 
 
Perovskia Blue Spire - silvery leaves pale blue flowers August 1.2m shrub. 
hugely worthwhile  
 

 
 
Persicaria amplexicaulis Firedance - striking red spikes. June-October. 
90cm  
 

 
Peucedanum verticillare - stately plant for back of border ruby-red stems 
huge umbels yellow-green flowers 1.7-2m  
 



	

 
 
Phlomis russelliana -  
evergreen.furry leaves.yellow flowers that stand up like meerkats. 90cm  
 

 
 
Prunus subhirtella Autumnalis - Cherry tree. soft pink flowers during mild 
spells throughout winter. less brutish leaves than many cherries.  
 

 
 
Rodgersia aesculifolia - leaves like horse chestnut flamboyant white flowers  
 



	

 
 
Rosa Moonlight - long flowering white rose ruddy coloured young leaves 
glows in twilight 1.2m  
 

 
 
Rosa rugosa Alba - standard white rugosa rose. wide autumn hips  
 

 
 
Rudbeckia Goldsturm - golden cone flower 90cm September  
 



	

 
 
Sanguisorba officinalis Tanna - minature version flowers like dried 
strawberries 30cm  
 

 
 
Sedum Purple Emperor - the darkest purple leaves topped by pinky flowers 
30cm  
 

 
 
Valeriana pyreniaca - above clumps of large heart-shaped leaves maroon 
stems with lacy heads of tiny lilac flowers in May 120cm  
 



	

 
 
Valeriana officinalis - attractive herb pinnate foilage & fragrant, pale pink 
flowers up to 1.5m  
 

 
 
Verbena bonariensis - mauve flowers on 1.5m tall slender stem. An anorexic 
titan of the herbaceous border  
 

 
 
 
 
 
Acanthus spinosa: (armed bear's breech or 
spiny bear's breech) 
A. spinosus is a handsome herbaceous 
perennial to 1.2m, with large, deeply lobed 
and spine-tipped, dark glossy green leaves. 
Erect spikes of white flowers with spiny 
purplish bracts in late spring and summer 
 

 



	

 
 
Amsonia tabernaemontana:  
A. tabernaemontana var. salicifolia is a clump-forming perennial to 60cm with 
dark green, willow-like leaves and open clusters of star-shaped, pale blue 
flowers from late spring to midsummer 
 

 
 
Aruncus doicus Horatio (goat’s beard ‘Horatio’) 
‘Horatio' is a clump-forming perennial up to 1.2m tall with finely divided mid-
green leaves that develop red tones in the autumn. Upright stems bear 
plumes of tiny cream-white flowers in early-midsummer, which gradually turn 
brown 
 

 
 
Aster Little Carlow 
'Little Carlow' is a bushy herbaceous perennial with abundant violet-blue, 
yellow-centred, daisies 2cm across 
 



	

 
 
Astrantia major 
A. major is an erect, clump-forming perennial with scarcely 3-5-lobed leaves, 
and flower stems to 60cm, bearing flower heads in stalked, compound 
umbels. Clusters of tiny, whitish-green flowers are surrounded by petal-like 
bracteoles which are whitish, tinged with green and pink, with conspicuous 
veining.  
 

 
 
Centranthus lecoquii: A clump-forming, bushy, semi-evergreen perennial 
with narrowly lance-shaped, grey-green leaves and upright stems bearing 
dense cymes of small, fragrant, funnel-shaped, mauve to lilac-pink flowers 
from late spring to late summer. 
 

 
 
Erigeron karviskianus: E. 
karvinskianus is a perennial forming wide 
mats to 15cm in height, with narrow, 
hairy leaves and daisy-type flower-heads 
15mm in width, opening white but soon 
turning pinkish-purple. 
 



	

 
 

Eupatorium Orchard Dene: Eupatorium can be annuals, herbaceous 
perennials, subshrubs or evergreen shrubs, with small tubular flowers borne 
in terminal panicles or corymbs. 'Orchard Dene' is typical of the Group, 
bearing dusky-pink flowers for a long flowering season, through summer into 
early autumn, on stems to 2.4m tall 
 
 

 
 

Euphorbia griffithii Fireglow: Euphorbia can be annuals, perennials, 
shrubs or succulents, with milky sap and small flowers held within cupped, 
often colourful bracts. 'Fireglow' is a vigorous rhizomatous perennial with 
upright stems clothed in narrow, red-tinged leaves and showy orange-red 
flowers in early summer 

 
 



	

 
 
Geranium Azure Rush: Azure Rush produces large, blue saucer-like flowers 
with white centres across a slender carpet of pretty, deeply divided mid-green 
leaves. Flowers June-October. Height 40-50cm (16-20"); spread 50-60cm 
(20-24").  
 

 
 
Libertia grandiflora: L. grandiflora is a strong-growing, clump-forming 
evergreen plant, up to 90cm tall, with narrow, dark-green, grass-like leaves. In 
early summer, white, bowl-shaped flowers, 2-3cm across, are carried on erect 
stems and are followed by round seed pods in autumn which turn black when 
they mature 
 

 
 
Rodgersia aesculifolia: R. aesculifolia is a robust herbaceous perennial 
approximately 1.2m to 2m high, with strongly veined palmately divided leaves 
with 5-9 obovate leaflets to 25cm in length. Small creamy-white or pink 
flowers are borne in open panicles to 60cm in length 
 



	

 
 
Hebe parviflora: H. stenophylla - H. stenophylla is an evergreen, hardy, 
bushy shrub with narrow, drooping light-green leaves and white flower spikes 
in late summer. 
 

 
 

Lysimachia ephemerum: L. ephemerum is an herbaceous perennial 
forming a clump of erect stems clad in narrow, grey-green leaves, with small, 
starry white flowers in long, slender terminal racemes in early summer 
 

 
 
Salvia caradonna: 'Caradonna' is a perennial cultivar with upright racemes 
of violet- purple flowers through the summer above narrow, rough, grey-
green leaves 
 

 
	
	


